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Integration and standardization of biobank facilities in NCNP and

promoting utilization of specimens and information

Yu-ichi Goto
Medical Genome Center/ National Institute of Neuroscience,
National Center of Neurology and Psychiatry,
Tokyo

1. Aim of the study

We have established the bioresearch repository for mental and neurological diseases in NCNP
since 2014 as NCNP Biobank. We have maintained several repositories such as frozen and
myoblast samples of neuromuscular disease, genomic DNA and cerebrospinal-fluid-samples
for mental and neurological disease. We have continued to integrate and standardize these
NCNP repositories for clinical and research use. We have also been engaged in nation-wide

biobank network to promote utilization of banked samples and information.

2. Members of the research group
Principal Investigator:
Yu-ichi Goto National Institute of Neuroscience & Medical Genome Center,

National Center of Neurology and Psychiatry (NCNP)

Members:

Kotaro Hattori Medical Genome Center, NCNP

Aritoshi Iida Medical Genome Center, NCNP

Ken Inoue National Institute of Neuroscience, NCNP
Sumiko Yoshida NCNP Hospital

Kenji Hatano NCNP Hospital

Ryo Matsumura Medical Genome Center, NCNP

Yusuke Inoue Tokyo University School of Medicine

3. Results of this study

(1) Expanding and integration of “NCNP Biobank’

We have continued the DNA and cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) of patients with mental and
neurological disorders. ‘NCNP biobank’ now works together with Muscle Repository and



Brain Bank in NCNP to integrate bank facilities for researchers.

(2) Standardization of biobank activities
We have prepared for International Organization for Standardization (ISO) for biobank
system Samples and clinical information in our biobanks have been related to each other for

increasing the convenience for research.

(3) Cooperation of NCNP biobank with national-center and nation-wide biobank network
NCNP biobank play a leading role on cooperation of national center biobank network
(NCBN) and on activity of collaboration with Tohoku Medical Megabank, Biobank Japan and

several academia-based biobanks.

(4) Promotion for utilization of banked samples and information
Use of bank specimens by researchers in academia and pharmaceutical companies is

consistently expanding under COVID-19 pandemic status.

4. Future Plan
We continue to refine the integrated management system for biobanks in NCNP. It is
important to prepare the materials and the attached information for scientific research,

especially genome and radiological data on mental, neurological and muscular diseases.
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