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Abstract

Dramatic progresses in medical genetics have brought remarkable knowledge about genetic factors in
diseases. Due to the scientific progress, it is possible to provide clues about genetic susceptibility to many
common diseases of adulthood, including high blood pressure, diabetes, obesity and so on. Genetic
susceptibility testing becomes increasingly possible. The nature of their prediction will usually be not
definite but probabilistic; it is indicated with a certain degree of likelihood of occurrence of a disease.
This has resulted in numbers of ethical, legal, and social problems concerning our daily lives.

This paper discussed the implications and impact of genetic susceptibility testing for common diseases
of adulthood from a bioethical point of view. The natures of genetic susceptibility testing and genetic
information of individuals were identified as crucial sources of ethical, legal and psychosocial dilemmas
of the tests. The tentative provisions for overcoming these difficulties in genetic medicine were

suggested.

Key words : 1. predictive medicine 2. genetic susceptibility testing 3. ELSI
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