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This research team is comprised from the six study groups listed below. Achievements in 

2012 are as follows. 

 

1. Equalization of criminal responsibility evaluation and establishment of appropriate 

use methods of the evaluation in judicial system 

This study group developed a research cooperation system among judges and considered 

specific methods to reflect the use of psychiatric evaluations in court. A workshop by legal 

scholars, psychiatrists, and judges was held six times at Tokyo High Court, and opinion 

exchanges based on the court cases could be collected, leading to the sharing of specific 

directions of evaluation methods for various mental disabilities (especially pervasive 

developmental disorder which has recently gained attention even in court), and judgment of 

responsibility capacity. Moreover, recently, a practical description of the "mechanism from 

mental symptoms to committing a crime", which is request as a psychiatric evaluation report, 

was considered, and a model for the test results report at court was established. 

 

2. Development of model multi-job type team medical care for outpatient medical care 

This study group reviewed 148 theses on judicial outpatient medical care in Japan and 

internationally. A medical coordination of 18 facilities from designated medical agencies of 

the Medical Treatment and Supervision Act was established, and 5 facilities which have 

carried out model outpatient medical care were visited. A working group was established to 

carry out the model outpatient medical care. Regular conferences were held 18 times, and a 

model was proposed with 3 cases of clinical care started. An outpatient model was tested 

with a core team centrally set (6 persons in A team, 7 persons in B team), 1) to ensure 

continuous medical care, (2) to decide the persons in charge of crisis prevention and early 

intervention, and (3) to clarify coordination by the care coordinator and the responsibility 

system. A Stratified and Comprehensive Multidisciplinary Team (SCMTD), which placed a 

person in charge (staff member in charge for coordination) in the related department, was 

invented and put into operation. A characteristic model which could effectively and efficiently 

provide medical care and combine existing resources was established. 

 



3. Development of multifaceted forensic psychiatry risk assessment based on 

various biological, psychological, and social factors 

This group reviewed 43 related research theses which measured physiological reaction 

such as NIRS, ERP, pulse, skin conductance, and amount of perspiration, in order to 

measure impulsiveness connected to violence. According the hypothesis constructed based 

on this, four types of measurement experiments to 35 subjects 1) difference of physiological 

reaction by audio and visual stimuli, 2) physiological response to videos which arouse fear, 

3) physiological response by heteronomous tapping task, and 4) physiological response by 

each facial expression were carried out. Results up to now indicate that focusing on the 

relationship between the mechanism of reaction control and EPR, is useful in measuring 

impulsiveness connected to violence, and new experiments are currently being carried out.  

 

4. Understanding various psychology programs in the Medical Treatment and 

Supervision Act and development of new methods   

This study group prepared Japanese edition of Criminal Sentiments Scale-MJ with 

permission from its author, David Simourd. Furthermore, for this Japanese edition, two 

investigations (609 persons the first time, 584 persons the second time), were carried out 

after obtaining the cooperation of men's prison A. Reliability (reliability of re-examination≧

0.7, Cronbach's coefficientα＝0.926 for the first time, 0.941 for the second time) and 

validity (correlation with "social desirability scale" r=32 for the first time, r=.34 for the second 

time, p<.001), and their relationship with "experience of belonging to Boryokudan", t 

(597)=4.05, p<.001) could be confirmed, and scales for various psychological program 

evaluation in order to improve the antisocial nature was particularly established.    

 

5. Development and diffusion of screening for children and adults who are 

susceptible and require psychiatric consideration in the criminal justice system  

This study group collected screening tools of people with mental disabilities, which are 

standardized in Europe and U.S, and prepared a Japanese edition. The group also worked 

to develop a simplified psychological test method, and carried out a preliminary experiment 

on 7 people with mental disabilities. Furthermore, a check list to screen persons who need 

psychological consideration was created. With the cooperation of the prefectural police 

department, police officers in charge of suspects (200 healthy persons, 200 people with 

mental disabilities) were asked to describe the attitudes of the subjects in 37 items in a 

written questionnaire. These items were narrowed down to 22 items according the 

selection by rank correlation coefficient and logistic regression analysis. Currently a second 

investigation targeting police officers in charge of suspects (200 healthy persons, 200 



people with mental disabilities) is now being carried out, and has entered the operation 

phase using these results to prepare an attitude check list with high appropriateness. 

 

6. Development and diffusion of the critical path from psychiatric assessment to 

decision making in forensic psychiatry medicine and criminal justice system 

This study group organized and summarized each role of the above five study groups. 

Among the achievements, the structure of criminal responsibility judgment and the structure 

of decision-making regarding non-agreed treatment in the Medical Treatment and 

Supervision Act were publicized as each thesis. 


