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3. ELWRBN

Domestic Clinical Research on Solvent Abuse and

Cross—Cultural Research on Social Factors Related to Drug Abuse.

Kiyoshi Wada, M.D.

Division of Drug Dependence and Psychotropic Drug Clinical Research

Symptomatological Research to Draft
Diagnostic Criteria for ‘“Mental and
Behavioral Disorders due to Volatile Sol-
vent Use’: Part 3

(Extracted from Wada K, Nakayama K,
Katayama M, Koishikawa H, Aokai T,
Hirai S, Yabana T, Tamalkoshi T and
Iwashita S: Symptomatological Research to
Draft Diagnostic Criteria for “Mental and
Behavioral Disorders duo to Volatile Sol-
vent Use”: Part 3. B44 [{FH - 1R BMH
FEELE | HERAYE RSO L8
BB T B WIS (FEWFFRE | ML) T
7 DTSRRI )

“Solvent psychosis” has been clinically
identified among patients suffering from
dependence on volatile solvents and those in
psychotic state due to solvent use. To iden-
tify symptomatological characteristics of
solvent psychosis, the principal component
analysis with VARIMAX rotation was
applied to the point and duration estimates
of symptoms observed among the patients
with solvent psychosis and among schizo-
phrenic patients. The two groups were very
similar with respect to the mean age and
family history. The study findings are as
follows: 1) It is difficult to distinguish two
groups based on the prevalence rates of

symptoms alone. 2) However, the principal

component VARIMAX rotation analysis of
the prevalence and duration observing

among those with solvent psychosis re-

vealed seven factors consisting of
“amotivation”, “intoxication”, ‘“emotional
instability”, “delusion”, “hallucination”,

“loss of repression” and “memory loss.”
The seven factors explained 75.4%of the
variance of the symptoms in this group. 3)
The same analysis applied to the data from
the schizophrenic patients showed six fac-
tors consisting of “progression of thought”,
“emotional instability”, “amotivation (or
negative symptoms)”, “delusion”, “halluc-

ination” and “anxiety.” These factors ex-
plained 62.9% of the variance in the data in
the latter group. These results support clin-
ical observations that “amotivational syn-
drome” may be a characteristic feature of
patients suffering from solvent psychosis.
The results also suggest solvent psychosis is
a discernible syndrome, and is distinctive
from psychotic symptoms typical of schizo-
phrenia,
Social and Legal Factors Related to Drug
Abuse in the United States and Japan
(Extracted from Greberman SB and
Wada K: Public Health Research 109: 731-
737, 1994)

This article is an overview of social and
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legal differences in the United States and in
Japan that are related to patterns of
current drug abuse epidemics in these coun-
tries. These two nations have drug abuse
problems with different histories and take
different approaches currently handling illi-
cit drug marketing and use. Histories of
opiate and cocaine’ abuse in the United
States and of stimulant and inhalant abuse
in Japan are discussed.

The United States has experienced three
heroin epidemic in the last three decades;
cocaine addiction began to merit national
concern by the end of the 1980s. In Japan,
the first methamphetamine epidemic began
after World War II; it was controlled in the
1950s. The current inhalant epidemic began
in the late 1960s and was followed by the
second methamphetamine epidemic that be-

gan in 1970s; both are continuing to the

present,

The criminal justice system is always

given first consideration when assessing so-

cietal measures employed to reduce drug
use.

Legal penalties for illicit drug offenses
reflect the societal differences of these two
nations with respect to the seriousness of
particular types of crimes,

Characteristics of the health care system
of a nation may also influence patters of
drug abuse, particularly where functions of
criminal justice and health care systems
overlap. Health care systems in the United
States and in Japan are based on different
treatment philosophies and patients’ expec-
tations; these differences are discussed
along with explanation of their potential
influence on the epidemiology of drug

abuse.
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