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Abstract

Heller's syndrome is a concept evolved from the
original report of dementia infantilis on six chil-
dren by an Austrian remedial educator, Heller in
1908. Zappert proposed its 7-item diagnostic
criteria in 1922. ICD-9 proposed a definition of
disintegrative psychosis and regarded Heller’s
syndrome as its synonym. Based on representa-

tive published cases and his own cases, the present
author considers that Heller’s syndrome is
related, not to adult dementias and psychoses, but
to pervasive developmental disorders in clinical
features: disorder of language development; dis-
trubances in interpersonal and social relation-
ships; stereotypic and compulsive behavior; and
good prognosis in terms of life,
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Abstract

Among 37 patients with the Research Diagnos-
tic Criteria (RDC) major depressive disorder,
early loss experiences (i.e., loss of father or
mother by death or separation for more than 12
months before age of 16) were found not to be
associated with any of criteria B of the RCD
major depressive disorder, RDC major depressive
disorder subcategories, and Hamilton’s rating
scale for depression items. It was suggested that
early loss experiences had no effects on symptons
of depression.
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Abstract

We found that about 30% of 166 psychiatrist in
Japanese 88 universities and my institute told the
patient the diagnosis of schizophrenia. Main rea-
sons of not telling it are that telling the diagnosis
would hurt the patient, negatively influence treat-
ment and be meaningless for treatment. Neurosis
or “Neurose”, neurasthenia and psychogenic
reaction are most popular ones as diagnostic
substitutes of schizophrenia. We found also that
the more experienced clinitians tended to tell the
patient his diagnosis. This was most obvious for
the schizophrenic disorder cases. Japanese people
have strong prejudice against schizophrenia, so
we psychiatrists need to keep it in mind in telling
the diagnosis of schizophrenia.
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Abstract
The influence of stress related subustances and

neuropeptides on human neutrophil superoxide
production were studied to investigate the me-
chamism of modification of immune reaction by
stress.

IL-18 enhanced superoxide production in dose
dependent manner, whereas epinephrine inhibited
superoxide production directly and hydrocor-
tisone did only after 4 hours preincubation. On the
other hand, neuropeptides such as S-endorphin,
substance P, calcitonin gene related peptide, neur-
otensin and vasoactive intestinal peptide showed
no effect on superoxide production.
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Abstract

Organic solvents have been abused by adoles-
cents over the last twenty years in Japan, and,
along with methamphetamine, they have brought
most serious drug related problems. Subjects of
this study were 138 patients with solvent depen-
dence who visited psychiatric hospitals and
clinics. We closely examined their life histories,
signs and symptoms in their abuse, duration of
abuse, etc., and tried to clarify the characteristics
of recent solvent dependence.

Our conclusion is as following. Solvent abuse
involves adolescents who are just in the vital
period of life of growth and development. It seri-
ously affects their psycic and physical conditions
and the personality impairments due to solvent
abuse are difficult to be treated.
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Abstract

Crowne et al's Social Disirability (SD) Scale
was distributed to university students, their
fathers and mothers. The correlation of the SD
Scale scores was weak but significant between
parents and between the students and mothers
while not signfifcant between the students and
fathers. The total SD Scale score was significant-
ly lower among the students than among the
parents. A factor analysis of the SD Scale items
yielded three factors; ‘self-restraint’, ‘conscien-
tiousness’ and ‘discrimination from other’. These
findings suggest that 1) the SD is similar between
spouses; 2) the children's SD is influenced more by
mothers; 3) children are less likely to respond in
a socially desirable manner; and 4) SD is different
from morality and consists of three elements.
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Fig. 1 TInhibitory effect of interleukin 1 on gastric
acid secretion
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Fig. 2 Pretreatment of indomethacin on IL—1p
induced inhibition of gastric acid secretion
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Fig. 3 Stimulating effect of IL—14 10ng i.c. on
plasma ACTH content.
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Abstract

The effect of interleukin 1(IL-1) on gastric
acid secretion was examined in pylorus-ligated
conscious rats. Intracisternal injection of IL-18(0.
1-100ng) induced a significant dose related inhibi-
tion of gastric acid output. And this inhibition of
IL-18 on gastric acid output lasted more than 3
hours after its intracisteranlly application. Other-
wise, intravenous injection of IL-18 at the dose
100ng had no effect on gastric acid secretion.
IL-12(100ng) also suppressed gastric acid secre-
tion by its intracisternal injection, but this sup-
pression was much smaller than that of IL-13.
Pretreatment of indomethacin (10mg/kg, i. P, 60
min before) completely abolished the inhibitory
effect of centrally applied IL-18(10ng) on gastric
acid output. These results suggest that IL-1 has an
inhibitory action on gastric acid secretion through
the central nervous system modulated by prostag-
landin synthesis.
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Abstract

Prevalences of demented patients living at their
own home and those hospitalized in mental hospi-
tals have substantially been established in Japan.
However, the prevalence of demented patients
hospitalized in general hospitals is not known yet.
In 1987, we conducted a questionnaire study
among hospitals excepting mental hospitals in 10
prefectures in Japan. According to questionnaires
received from 918 hospitals, there were 1,364
patients with dementia accounting 12.6% of
108,143 in-patients (31.1% in the geriatric hospi-
tals). Cerebrovascular dementia accounted for
65.55% of the demented, and was followed by
10.0% of dementia of the Alzheimer’s type and
15.5% of other types of dementia. 63.2% of the
demented patients were bed-ridden, 74.1% with
incontinence, 24.19% with abnormal behaviors,
and 81.1% with complications requiring medical
treatments. A similar study was conducted in 1988
among hospitals of 10 prefectures. According to
the responses received from 455 hospitals, there
were 7,912 or 14.4% of demented patients among
54,960 in-patients, (47.19% in the geriatic hospi-
tals). ‘Cerebrovascular dementia accounted for
69.4% of the demented patients followed by
17.2% of other types of dementia, and 13.49% of
the Alzheimer’s type. 60.49% of the demented
patients were bed-ridden, 71.5% with inconti-
nence, 26.‘5% with abnormal behaviors, and
75:.1% with physical complications requiring
medical treatments. 25.6% of all the in-patients
were hospitalized with dementia as chief com-
plaint.
Key words : demented patient, prevalence,
dementia
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