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ROLDOT T ] BOPICLE L $ B HEHIEYIC
RPETELHPWRETH S 5. AFTIR. [HFED
LD T | 122w TIRSERE 5 @ help-seeking &
ZFOHEIZOWTELEL T,

2. JUSRBEEF ORI R 0 FE 8

UM E L EY R AV F VANV A — Y 2 %R
M3 2720121, BEFEOREMER LIRS, 2 &
WLETH 5,

KENZ B 2 30D KB LI

Ul

ELENOL L |

19



20

PR EETSE 45 56 5 2010 4F
R LFEBREERBIICH-PTSDDEEHFE
PTSDO) B A A (0
Resnick et al(1993)* %1% 4,008 12.8 320 30.8 385 22.1 9.4
Kessler et al(1995)° X% 3,065 10.4 459 26.5 21.3 5.4
Bt 2,812 5.0 65.0 12.2 1.8 3.7
Breslau et al(2004)° B & 2,181 13.6 62.0 26.0 274 4.1

aNational Women's Studyl—& 5, PTSD2 B [ZDSM-II —RI=ED N CER N - B E LR B . BAREDERE

21 ERGEFLFRESEEND

b:National Comobidity SuveylZd&k 5, PTSDiZ W& Composite Internaytional Diagnositic Interview(CIDI; DSM-II —R) Z{&

. PTSDDHREIRLEERZ (TSI IEKBEOLED

cThAAM MR DERERFELI-FR
A.PTSDDEREIEIREDI S IIREDED,

WRLZ2 M9, bR B, JE T, MR E
REVBRZ LD, LT L LBEFEND PTSD @
AFEARRIE L TwRvS, R gkE
% EOWA W EIBWT, T2 UHEETH Lk
. BHICHRECERFEEZR L Tz, FR2imaE
Tl 30% ~65% & V) EHWARERTH ., W
IR EHITBWTIE, PTSD 28K& R X v Z LA
ALOMEE R >TWDLZ bR b,

PTSD LAt O F 4l % 125w Tld. Burnam & *
AU BNV AMKITHEEL T D LEESR L L
7oA, B E AR L& (n=432) Tk
FEERL TR WA KR) DRIy — F (B
ELVEC BT DHIRE D 179%) . BE (25%) 3
LA - ARAE (55%) . Bl (222%). S=v 7
Wi (4.6%). SHMEREE (53%) PAEEICEHWA
WMEERLIZZEEZHE L TWD.PTSD LA TH,
OB L O PTSD DA Zekid, Yy R Mk
EDY AL PN EHIRENT2, Boudreaux 5 ?
HFABEOHE Z1T> TWHA IZPTSD Th %
B, ) OB L OO RN B O AR RAHE <
b E L TW5S, PTSD Tl 80% (4o i i i
EOWLEL DB ENWESNTEY ", JLIRHE
HIZBIT 5 PTSD OAHEO S AR & LTl
DIEMBEEDL ZIZHHEL T b b,

LI EFE B VT, PTSD OAHRITE
W EAHE ST WD (Sl K 755%
B - PR 507% ) o Zhud, FEHZEOD
OwAMGEEREE LTZTIED 52 H 505 H
G OWE OV EELEB LW EBY O HE,
ﬁﬁ&tﬁ%@ﬂ%%%%ﬁé% bHbrZ L%
ZbNb, iz, BEOLAEIIEIRY R ADOEIAK
%K;é@%ﬁ%@?70ﬁ®ﬁﬁ$%m< N
CNODBEPEL T, BHMAREEZET 25604 7%

v

7, PTSDEZ ¥l Composite Internaytional Diagnositic Interview(CIDI; DSM-IV) Z{&

<7§:\/\ 15,2())o

INSOB/EOWIEN S, LI ER B 2 K
BEEOH RIS < FIZH 2, PTSD, 0
MOARLREE, 7 IV 3 — )b R FEN) B R 5 2 & kG
P E DM, BRI ZOWTO X ¥ F LAV
A —VCEANRLETHDLEEZ OND, FIZPTSD
BHRIZOWTIL, LR EAEDP S DOELDE D D
EhoTwa Y,

3. JLFEHEEH D help-seeking & B35 HEHK

SRR EZ ORBEEITE (help seeking behav-
ior, LLF help seeking) (22w Tlid, £ < OWF%E
M BHH, IEREZITHAT, EFREHOFHIE
Znb oo, BHEEOFHRFICHRS LKW
LG ENT WS, R WFAE (the National
Women's Survey) TILIEH EREERHZ O PTSD ©
AR AR 97% ThH o7z 25, FUNEH
TOROWFEHRE TIZ, BWE TAFEITHEMFER 7
T ITH LA 2~3%THY . Av ¥
WAV A B FRISHI R L 728413 30% 12 b i 7z 4
Molze 720 HARDUBEZIZOWTIE, K
20 fEFEDJLTEBE B HAIPIFAAE Y 12X B &, K6
THEIEAFMEEICEY TS (13 mE) WRHET,
RIS E-72b01343%, ho k) v 7%
ZI72 ) MEE L2 DX 8% THhotzo HED—
AR RO TR MR E 2B L 7 AT, R
@%Q“LKAHZM%(%WﬂLM%)T%ot

P ZEHS, BREEEICBL TR, ~RERD
%ﬁlbﬁﬁ%%@%$i%w%®@\n%#%%
LN NPTz WBIRTH - 720

LL. AU ZUANVAT—EZXZFH LRI
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V=YVt VI =2 GG —2 ML TwAHI
BEVEIE B0 A ¥ VAN ZH —E ZDERIZD
WTIE, BBIEZRDDLHLITHES T, HMEAD
help-seeking (formal help-seeking) & & [ 5K~
® help-seeking (informal help-seeking) @ 2 2 I
G TR SNDEDEL V. 2 2 TW ) HMEIL,
iz 2 7-HMRei L, BEE, Xy
APEREH CREMFHEE, GHERG, A ORfE et W
ROHE T &), MMoE#EESEE (NFE) S5
INhbd, 72,0 FEHEMERTIE, KRR KANE LR
BEZOHRINA Y T =7 IIBIT AR ELZRL
Twa W,

1) Informal help-seeking

AR L 72 NEFOFATH . JLIREEL AR
MEOMIE UCTHMH L72EIRTIlE, EHREREE
WO Kk - KNCH#HEST 5 2 L v3% 0> 720 Me-
Cart 13, JEIRBEE# @ help-seeking (2 9 % fiff 3¢
DR L ¥ 2 —T, JUIREEFTIZ, FEMRLD
MR EB) %2 KD B3 H 5 &) FED3%
WERRTWE Y, Mezey? 138 At (n=35)
WZBWT, 77% BRBERKANOYIT ZRD 72755, &
Wiy vy vt T —I122oW T 20%, —MEEEIZ 1 66%
PEMZROZZEHELTWE, FINL DMK
DY) HAYZNVANVABEMED ABLEEL b
72HBID 31% L2EH ISR DOV T W irh o 72,

KIERKANTHEET, bLdLFBEHTE LR
ThY., #FERIZE ESPITEMSI N T LS
Tk BLTELMHAL D, MBOBEEZT
X 20X ) BRIFEMROFR— b A, BHM
ROFHR— T X LB WSROV Tniz s
THHE L H DY, kg T HEL
PEC#EE TEICKANR EIEFMERICHZKL 2 AL
6.6% FEMEHEEME~OMHKIL 106% TH Y, H
MENOHEDIZ ) DL VIR TH - 7205 FHEDS
i A2 —ORRXOMETEIEVAEEEL

TWwb, 72, Lewis 5 ¥ 1&. FEHEMEAD help-

seeking Z M S 2 EHRE LT, FH2T L D H W
k. HEETHLZ L, PTSD & 9 DIROIAE
EHITTVD, WHIE, RPN LIITHROE
BT SIHM T 2 A E WP T L) T~
WICEZAHZTETHY. PTSD %9 2R DOAFEIL.
HMR, FFEMREZM DT, KHNERD S k%
ROBLENIZR>TWED, HBIIEETHH L
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WEHF R IEE IR D help-seeking (245 DO W
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BT A LT, by OEREERL Y,
CHMEANDT 7w AN D T W REEATRIZ &
NTBY, XEOBITE L TIEEMROEB AR/
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2) Formal help-seeking

HMENOER ZRDLIGETH, LTLD AV
AN ADHEMRNDHERDS L DI TlE R
Norris”” &, 6 # LN OW#ES X R o ds
TIE, AV Z ANV ZAFMFITHEHE L 72 AT 22.7%
THY, B (614%) il (303%) L hA7%k
MoltbMBELTWD, DX LHERBD 2w
BICBWTIE, X Y Z VAL A EoRMBE X Y I3,
HHEFREFREPBILEINLILERLTRE LR
bbb, ZOMETIZ, —HREDHHIEZX ¥ F A
WABRMFREAZITFE CHEZ o 72 owsET
3. AT IAR) T T R E—REOFH DTN
BV EHME SN TS, Kimerling 5 ¥ 13, #
R VEOUFENIREETIZ, BREEZIT WA
13 726% Tdh o 7205, FMFHEH Z 217 Twz N
191 % CTHo7zE L TWb, £72. ZTOWETIE,
LAERIZIE, #ER O FHRERIEIH TS L £ 7%
Ao 72 AEIRIIA RIS S o —KIED%Z
ZHL VI LERLTWAS, L7225 T FfR
M Z —REICHZHR L TWB 2 D) b b,
L4 L. Amstadter 5V i, LA 7OWEEZTIE,
FBm 2 MEE2 2 2 0%, Bl (A0
WAV ZLAE) (2B & KD 72 DX 38% Th -
72DIZHF Ly A ¥ F Ay A FIRAOH X 54%
Lozl L ERE LTS, AV F VAN AE
MEANOMHFIIE, BED? S ORI ENE R L
e ENDPHEEL CTnb E b s,

McCart" 13 % % ¥ @ help-seeking ® i 3L D L
Ea—n5b, XY F A AHEFAREAD help-seek-
ing OBHEER E LT, FHIKT (RERT) &1
ERFICHTTELEDOT NS,

1) FRIEF

O FW: LW ERTHLZIE AN -
HER RGN (LAET Y 8L &7 T v b)

(2 help-seeking # W HEIZ T 5 &I © RIKERK
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HEY O 2 MELZBERTE o720, T4
7z LTHHALICR->TLE) E ) T LA
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4.help-seeking ICEHETHO TR ELADET IV

Liang 5 ' 1, /S— b F— RN OB EE I ED
ZRDODDIZELETTONNLRTOLRAE LT, LT
D 3ERED B D ERRTV D - OREZ Bk L ek
THERE, QW ZRD LD LPET LB, O
B % 59 B¢ WS, Schreiber & ' 13, basic model &
LT, OMEDOMIE, @iEHOALE, QOB OEE,
@ help seeking D 4 BEBEXH Y, 222V —T v
VAR — b R AR EHRE Vo 722K (influencing
variables) &AL LM ER 2 LX) EROEN
(high-order variables) BB L Tw5% &\ inte-
grative model Z$HE L CTWwb, WINDEFTILT
b, JEIEBEH DFEEE D help-seeking I2FE S T T
OMIZ, FTHHOMELRRL, BWE2IT L9
EVI)EREREL, fTEICBT W) Tak AnE
FINTn5,

BEE DR % KD B I OB, Aoz
TWBHEED, MADOULELRMETH 2 2 & % illik
L. BlZIE [92o] THE2dLhkwEw)k
BCTHLILENTELLHIIRDBILTHL, —
B, RHEZ 2 2 ADEZ BT DR T,
[k 213 ETIEZRWL THGTHENTE S
EEZT, BMRICHRT LNV TR RWEER
TLEIH ?, T/ REIOWTOMMPEHIC
ZLw7zd, AT ELTOREPTE L nE N
I LD DD LRBEFOLE I, TIT, K
WEIHERCIREL, I ETRE 2 ORI T 5 E
TEDEENG, HEOREICME S ) 2 LSk
RN EZOND, /2, HELAIET)I LW
LWV AT ELER TR, BT EOR
&, HHENEZEDARERIET L ERIREER, £
MIHE) ZRBEEEZZ T 50 TIREWVWI)RE (FIZ
1, SN L DTIZR WD) % EBIRICHED ks
AL %o FRIC, HTICBWTIL, EEOE
PR CIIAR N D 2 LS, MHNLDTIE
BUHPEV) LRI TH S ). Fiz2o AT
NVAT—=ERAZEDH DTN TDIEFRRLHFEZDOA
EhoZ0HHAMEICOVTORMMSELLZE LD
%o %7z, Schreiber 5 ¥ &, Z DB TIIHEIC
PTSD D EFEHEIRR 9 DRI & 2 BT % L
REDH O, EIERD L Z L E2WF T2 HE
WAHBHELTWD, BT, A VT IAIV AR
MRS A 2 L 2B LB TH . HMGENE
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B L. FAt—E2AERICEINRTLTEHL9
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IR AL SR EOEBEB 0T B35 v,
o T, TNHOEIZBWT, AV IV L
DAL U 72354 OB E O F et S h
LI ENEFE L, BIEICIBEEEZ TR, BES
HZUF AU VIR D B 7200, MR H &
EHITNY T Ly MEBTIRYEL ZEHNTE D]
TEINDZEDPUETHL LEDLNL, I 1
BT 7% < Bl Az iz o THils 28Tl %
BRCHEEZED A Y I VAL A BELEIZO W,
KOG MAFEFR L 729 2Ty WY 2 DHEE R
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LI EDBUETHL, /20 IO OHERIIHES
RANZFTHL, RiEHREICHIRMEEIN L 2 LK
BThbo

2) XA HILNILZEELIS B S DRBAY
MEOLERT D BeEH DML O
ZAHT I EDNZ W EDRBEIN TS, fito
T MOEFRBEBE R EZAMHT LB, R ICF
PR 258 > TR 5 & 9 2 fidk B ER o % BE
R, MBI AT > TV B EE LRI BV
Ty NS NDIEDEETH S, ZLE O
5 ORI OB EIRIBHTI DI 5 A ¥ 5 W~V A
BRI ETE A NS, WEBEFIVLLL
TZBTEDLEV) ANy b DB D, DX kS
SRS 72012, WEEDVHHRT 52 EHLwn
BEICBWTIE, A ¥ 7 IV ZB PR OS2
BB L BT, FEILEBEEL LD H o> TS
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3) XBORE

IR EBDRA Z F VANV ZAFEMFITHKL &9
L7z &I, EOBEBEED 5\ IIAHBER T%
DU THERHREITE LD L V) T LHRE
%, JUFEHEHRT. HHOMELXHMLTD
S2HT LR, FMRETREEERZS T AN L,
PTSD 7 EAMEMEDORSMBEEICE LA LIS LT
BRAHBZEREATOVLY, WELHENZ ) Vo
7EHEER & o B 720121d, Bk e VWA b
RLEBOEBEMZ S L o3 AN
Evo L9 R CMHROIREE BEO LT EE % 2
YENVANN AT = RIH DT S 72012k, BRI
OWEZLERR, TBROBL EM A EmEL L v
¥ — R R o h) SOXBIVLETH L, Th
S OB DLIERE EF B T & 2 EH RS0
A b & 2 THERIC TSR0
M Z 452 & CHlEDH ORI L . A%
ZHEITORTLLTHIENTE S, T2 REO
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A2 FEHERLY 52 70.30% 17 81. 00% 11 68.80% 14 66.70% 3 25.00% 97 67.40% 11.86 *
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Exploring the variables related to mental health of suicide survivors

JLEREE Y, NEER Y, ANIGER Y, G ¢

Daisuke Kawashima , Kenji Kawano , Tatsuya Koyama , Hiroto Ito
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Abstract

This research aims to shed light on the mental health of suicide survivors and its relation with meaning
reconstruction, social context, and time since the loss occurred. 111 suicide survivors completed the
questionnaire, which consisted of the items of mental health (i.e. K6, life-fulfillment scale) , meaning
reconstruction (ie. sense making, benefit finding, identity change) , social context (i.e. social support, secondary
wounding) , and information concerning how many months age the death occurred. A multiple liner regression
analysis was conducted to identify the statistical model that best explained mental health of suicide survivors. In
results, sense-making predicts adaptation to loss of suicide survivors. Furthermore, social support and time since

the loss were also significantly related to their mental health.

[Key Words]

suicide survivor, bereavement, mental health, meaning reconstruction
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the image scheme of death and suicide
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Abstract

To identify lay theories of death and suicide, we analyzed the usage of verbs in free descriptions. Verbs

(n = 79) were classified into four types, verbs representing “states,” verbs representing “motions,” verbs

representing “actions,” and verbs representing “causations.” The results indicated differences between death

and suicide related to verbs representing motion, which were contained in process verbs. It is concluded that

people talk of death using the “journey’ metaphor and the “neighbor coming” metaphor. On the other hand,

people talk of suicide using the “accident” metaphor and “cause and effect” stories.

[Key Words]

death, suicide, verb, image scheme, suicide prevention
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Objective Assessment of Social-Skill Training for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders :

Possibility of Analysis for Eye-Movement Patterns during Face-Recognition
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Yosuke Kita, Atsuko Gunji, Ryusuke Sakuma, Takaaki Goto, Masumi Inagaki, Makiko Kaga, Toshihide Koike, Toru Hosokawa
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Abstract

Objective evaluation methods of therapeutic interventions, which are based on quantitative criteria, have
not been well-established for children with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) . In the present study, face-
recognition tasks were performed before and after Social-Skill Training (SST) to develop a diagnostic check
based on eye-movement patterns as a neurophysiological marker. Subjects were four children with ASD (6 :
05-7 : 05) , and twelve sessions of SST for them were performed by several therapists, which focused on pair-
communicative activities. We recorded real-time eye movements and analyzed their fixation patterns during
the tasks with a non-invasive and non-contact recording equipment. Two subjects succeeded to record both
tasks before and after SST. Eye-movement patterns of both subjects, after SST, were changed compared to
before SST. Since the eye-movement recording during face-recognition is a simple procedure and provides

neurophysiological evidences, it can be used as an objective evaluation tool, clinically.
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Predictors for psychological distress after the Niigata-Chuetsu earthquake in
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Abstract

This study examined how pre-event physical health indicators predicted psychological distress through the
experience of the Niigata-Chuetsu earthquake in Japan, of the known interaction between physical and mental
health. Among the participants of community health check-ups before and for three consecutive years after the
earthquake, various physical indicators were analyzed to predict later psychological distress assessed by the
Kessler 6 (K6) scale. Among participants with complete dataset (n = 3538) , the proportion of those with >/=
5 on K6 decreased from 23.4%, to 20.1% and then to 18.1% consecutively in the subsequent years. Regarding
those with a K6 score of >/= 10, the proportion showed no consistent decreases, at 54%, 5.7%, and 3.4%, over
the same period. The significant predictors of those with a K6 score of >/= 10 one year post disaster were

severity of disaster damage (OR : 1.36 ;: 95%CI : 1.01 to 1.84) , being female (OR : 1.46 : 95%CI : 1.04 to 2.06) ,

and level of HbAlc (OR : 1.36 : 95%CI : 1.00 to 1.85) .

The level of HbAlc prior to the disaster predicted those

with a K6 score of >/= 10, but not those with a K6 score of >/=5 or 13 after the earthquake.

[Key words]

Disasters, Mental health, Prevalence, Risk factors, Hyperglycemia,

I. Introduction

Extensive research has explored a range of pos-

sible risk factors in attempts to identify those with
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increased likelihood of significant psychological
distress after major disasters *” . Additionally,
much work has been done to explore the impacts
of broader socioeconomic * , and psychosocial fac-
tors ¥, as well as event exposure * . However,
surprisingly limited attention has been paid to

U even though empirical evi-

physical indicators
dence shows the close interplay between physical
and mental health even at the time of non-disaster
as described below. In Japan, physical health
indicators, which are available at community or
employment health check-up program, can be a
valuable source of reference to identify those at
risk of poor mental health after disaster exposure.
The use of such existing information should be ex-
amined as it may advantageous in determining ap-

propriate health support during and after disaster

89



90

i PRI 72

events.

A coherent body of research has been amassed
on the relationship between mental health and
physical diseases, such as cardiovascular disease
(CVD) and diabetes %%

ies, depression, or negative emotion is consistently

Among these stud-

reported to predict incidence of CVD indepen-
dently of other identified biological and behavioral

1529 Another perspective on the link

risk factors
between physical and mental health is illustrated
by research showing that diabetes may increase
risk of the development of depression W although
Thus

far, the relationship between physical illness and

the inverse association is also reported * .

mental health has been examined with specific
mental disorder diagnoseis as an outcome, with
other individual risk factors, such as blood pres-
sure, glucose tolerance being controlled as covari-
ates. There remains a knowledge gap concerning
the direct relationship between individual disease-
related risk factors and poor mental health, which
requires further exploration.

Some research suggests that individual risk
factors of physical disease, such as fasting blood
glucose, or blood pressure are better predictors
of mortality than clusters of risk factors ? . One
may speculate whether this relationship may also
extend to predict psychological distress, given the
fact that there is a body of research suggesting
the interaction of physical and mental health.
Previous studies have examined physical risk
factors for depressive symptoms, specifically C-
reactive protein, blood cell counts, fibrinogen, to

6,18)
’

explore the role of inflammatory markers and

¥ However, systematic investigations of

obesity *
traditional cardiovascular and diabetic risk factors
and their predictive influence over psychological
distress are relatively scarce 2 and still remains
to be examined.

Natural disasters, especially major earthquakes,
can happen unexpectedly, causing serious mate-
rial, physical and psychological damage to people
in the affected area and the resources that they

would usually have access to. On October 23,
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2004, the central Niigata region in Japan experi-
enced a major earthquake, the Niigata-Chuetsu
earthquake, of a magnitude of 6.8 on the Richter
scale. The earthquake resulted in 68 deaths, more
than 4,700 injuries, and over 120,000 reports of
house damage. This event represented an oppor-
tunity to examine the impact of pre-disaster physi-
cal health indicator on mental health outcome fol-
lowing the disaster, utilizing the readily available
health check-up data already collected in the com-
munity.

The present study examines the physical health
indicators prior to the event in an exploration as
to whether or not they may predict post-disaster
psychological distress. The study utilises data
collected during the physical check-up program
in the community which was implemented be-
fore, and for three consecutive years after the
earthquake. The primary interests were : 1) to
describe long-term course of psychological distress
after an earthquake at population level, and 2) to
examine whether risk factors for CVD and diabe-
tes have impacts on psychological distress under
different degrees of disaster-related stress. Specif-
ically, this study aims to test a hypothesis that low
glucose tolerance and/or hypertension predicts
increased risk for significantly higher levels of re-
ported psychological distress under the extremely
stressful condition of experiencing a severe earth-

quake.

II. Methods

1. Study participants

The annual health check-up program had been
organized by a local health authority of Ojiya city,
Niigata prefecture, Japan, where a major earth-
quake struck in 2004. The program had been
implemented between April and October each
year. In the years following the earthquake, the
health check-up was conducted in the same period
between 2005 and 2007. Among 33,269 adults in
the city (Japanese Census, 2000 ; http : //www.

e-stat.go.jp) , the number of participants for the
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check-up was 6,851 in 2004, 7,097 in 2005, 6,586 in
2006, and 6,696 in 2007. Of 32,743 eligible for the
program, the coverage rate of the health check-
up was 20.1%. The dataset used for our analysis
included participants who attended all check-ups
for four consecutive years without missing data.
This afforded 3,538 observations (or 10.6%) of the
eligible adult population for the year 2007. This
over-represents older people (65 years and older,
n=1711, 484%) , which reflects the nature of com-
munity check-up program in Japan. The partici-
pants were followed over the period with anony-

mous identifiers.

2. Mental health indicators

Assessment of psychological distress by K6 was
added to the check-up program after the disaster.
The participants  level of non-specific psychologi-
cal distress during the past 30 days was assessed
with Kessler's K6 scale ', which was found to
show superior screening capacity and greater
robustness against subsample variations . The
response option is 0 to 4, with higher score values
indicating poorer mental health status. Due to its
brevity, the K6 is now being used in community
surveys in non-disaster settings as well as disas-
ter settings, such as in the aftermath of the Hur-
ricane Katrina * . The psychometric properties
as a screener of mental disorders of the Japanese
version of K6 have been empirically confirmed o
Despite the continuing argument that the accu-
racy of the predictive value of a screener depends
on multiple factors, chiefly the prevalence of the

" based on the reason that

case in the sample
we had no prevalence data for a Japanese commu-
nity post disaster, we chose to use the K6 with the
following cutoff points ; participants who scored 5
and above, 10 and above, and 13 and above on the
K6 were categorised respectively according to the

. . . 14
previous analysis of Japanese national data ¥ .

3. Physical health indicators
The participant information used in this study

was primarily derived from laboratory data col-
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lected during the health check-ups before and
after the earthquake. Measurements for physical
health taken in 2004 of body mass index (BMI) ,
blood pressure, systolic blood pressure (SBP) ,
diastolic blood pressure (DBP) , and other labo-
ratory data for total cholesterol, HDL-cholesterol,
triglyceride, glucose, and HbAlc, which indicates
blood glucose level during the previous 2 to 3
months, were used for the analysis. In consider-
ing the predictive use of such indicators at a time
of disaster, data for the pre-disaster period in 2004

were incorporated into the analysis.

4. Disaster-related damage indicators

The severity of disaster damage was categor-
ised according to the Japanese disaster damage
registration guidelines conventionally used in
compensation for building damage. The local mu-
nicipal authority registers building damage in five
categories (1 = none : 5 = total collapse) . In this
study, the level of disaster damage was dichoto-
mously re-coded, i.e., an area where the number
of buildings with half-collapse or greater damage
(coded as 3 or higher) exceeded its average pro-
portion in the city was coded as a “severely dam-
aged area,” and other areas as a ‘less severely
damaged area.” Other basic demographic char-
acteristics including age, sex, employment status,
as well as health-related behaviors (such as daily
alcohol intake and smoking habits) were also ex-
amined.

This study is a secondary analysis of anony-
mous administrative data. All procedures of the
present study were approved by the Ethics Com-
mittee of the National Center of Neurology and

Psychiatry, Japan.

5. Statistical Analysis

In order to examine the change of different
psychological distress level over three years, and
to identify physical indicator which is possibly
indicative of psychological distress level, first, we
described changes in mental health status using

different cutoffs of K6 over the three years. In
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the following analysis, the relative influence of
age, sex, employment status, daily alcohol intake,
smoking habits, and severity of disaster damage
were compared between those with a K6 score of
>/= 10 and the other in 2005. Second, inter-group
comparisons of pre-disaster physical health indica-
tors were made among those with a K6 score of
>/=10. Finally, a logistic regression analysis was
performed to examine the ability of pre-disaster
physical health variables to predict defferent level
of K6 score one year after the earthquake. From
previous studies, being female and experiencing
severe disaster damage are consistently reported
as strong predicators for poor mental health "%’ .
These factors were thus added to our model. All
statistical analyses were conducted with STATA
Verl0.0 (College Station, TX) , and statistical sig-

nificance was determined at p < 0.05.
II1. Results

Of the 3,538 subjects with complete follow-up
data over the four consecutive years, the propor-
tion of those scoring 5 or above on the K6 de-
creased over time, from 234% in 2005 (one year
after the earthquake) to 20.1% in 2006 and 18.1%
in 2007. The proportion in those scoring 10 and
above, and 13 and above on K6 showed no consis-
tent decreases over the period. The correspond-
ing proportions are 5.4%, 5.7%, and 3.4% for scores
of 10 and above, and 2.4%, 3.6%, and 1.8% for
scores of 13 and above.

In the first analysis, we focused on clarifying
the link between mental health outcome one year
We
found that those scoring 10 or above on the K6

after the event and pre-disaster variables.

were more likely to be female. In terms of health-
related behaviors, those with K6 score of 10 or
above were less likely to drink alcohol daily com-
pared with their counterparts with better mental
health (p=0.04) . However, no trend was found
for smoking habits (Table 1) .

In Table 2, physical health indicators before the

earthquake were compared between those scoring
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10 or above on the K6 post-disaster and the other
groups. Among participants who reported this
level of psychological distress, total pre-disaster
cholesterol level was marginally higher (p=0.07) ,
and HbAlc level was significantly higher (p=0.05)
than that in those with better mental health. The
mean and standard deviation of HbAlc was 5.2
and 0.5 (score range : 4.2 to 8.5) among those
with higher than 10 on K6, whereas those were 5.1
and 05 (score range : 2.1 to 11.3) among the oth-
ers, suggesting there were no particular distribu-
tion patter of HbAlc by this cutoff. There were no
notable differences in other physical indicators ex-
amined during the health check-up. Similar analy-
ses were conducted using cut off points of 4/5 and
12/13 respectively ; however, no difference was
found for examined physical health indicators. In
multivariate analysis, the predictors for those with
a score of 5 and above on the K6 one year after
the disaster were severity of disaster damage
(OR : 1.36 ; 95%CI : 1.16 to 1.60 ; p < 0.001) , and
being female (OR : 1.38 ; 95%CI : 1.15 to 165 ; p
< 0.001) . However, the predictors for those with
a score of 10 and above on the K6 were severity
of disaster damage (OR : 1.36, 95%CI : 1.01 to 1.84,
p=0.043) , being female (OR : 1.46, 95%CI : 1.04
to 2.06, p=0.031)
predictor of HbAlc level (OR : 1.36, 95%CI : 1.00
to 1.85, p=0.048) , as shown in Table 3. The analy-
sis to identify risk factor for those with a score of
13 and above on the K6 found that only BMI was

found to increase the risk at statistically signifi-

, and the additional significant

cant level.

IV. Discussion

This study sought to characterise changes in
mental health status after a severe earthquake
with a sample of participants of municipal health-
check-ups, and to examine the possible relation-
ships between mental and pre-event physical
health indicators. The study revealed an improv-
ing trend of the study population as the group of

those reporting mild symptoms grew smaller over
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time. The decrease in reports of those with K6
scores exceeding the cutoff of 5 over time was not
observed in those with K6 scores of 10 or above
and 13 or above, where the proportions of those
with K6 scores exceeding the cutoff of 10 and

above or 13 and above remained relatively stable.

Comparison with other studies

In this study, the reported proportions of psy-
chological distress for those who were above the
three different cutoff values were even lower than
that in a study conducted in a non-disaster setting
in Japan, where the proportions of psychologi-
cal distress in those above the cutoff values were
275% for a score of 5 or above, 8.7% for a score of
10 or above, and 3.0% for a score of 13 or above on
the K6 '
the sample of the present study, presumably, the

Considering the self-selected nature of

participants are more likely to be health-conscious
and healthy individuals. Therefore, the proportion
of reported psychological distress would not be
expected to be particularly high, although there
were no data prior to the event available to con-
firm this interpretation. Because of the voluntary
nature of the health check-up program, those who
had pre-disaster mental health problems, which is
reported as a significant risk factor for poor men-

tal health after a disaster *'®

, may have not par-
ticipated in the program. Taking these possible
interpretations into account, it is possible that the
number of those with significant levels of psycho-
logical distress in the present study may have
been underestimated.

The finding that being female predicted poor
mental health one year after the severe earth-
quake is consistent with previously reported cor-
relates of poor post-disaster mental health. It is
noteworthy that low glucose tolerance, determined
by higher HbAlc levels, was found to predict
higher cutoff levels of K6, which is consistent with
a body of research reporting that lower glucose
tolerance has a negative effect on mental health
12, 21)

It is possible that a disaster and the subse-

quent stressful living situation may aggravate the

5556 % 2010 4F

effects of low glucose tolerance. However, due to
a lack of mental health status indicators prior to
the earthquake, further research on the flow of
this causal relationship is warranted. Interesting-
ly, increase of BMI was the only indicator to pre-
dict severe level of psychological distress, and a
similar finding was reported in prospective cohort
study of Norway ® . The detailed mechanism is
unclear and the mechanism should be scrutinized
by a possibility that increased weight has effects
on physical activity and mood. Unlike the finding
in cutoff of 4/5 and 9/10, the severity of disaster
damage and being female did not increased the
risk for this specific category, suggesting that the
nature of those with exceeding score of 13 on K6
may differ from that of the other levels of distress
in light of disaster effects. It is also noteworthy
that the effect of HbAlc on severe level of psycho-
logical distress was not found in the analysis. It
is likely that the role of glucose tolerance requires
careful interpretation and further examination
concerning its link with differing levels of psycho-

logical distress.

Strengths and weaknesses

Long-term follow-up performed annually at
population level after a natural disaster is infre-
quent in disaster mental health research. Our
results contribute to the existing literature in
which physical health has been examined in rela-

32) , and

tion to past history and current illness
specific genotype such as the 5-HTTLPR gene 7 .
In addition, to our knowledge, the investigation of
an association between mental health and physi-
cal health status using laboratory data has been
very limited. We took advantage of the fact that
Japanese adults undergo annual health check-ups
as part of their community or employment health
program, and that glucose tolerability, as mea-
sured by levels of HbAlc, is one of the essential
health indicators tested. Therefore, our data on
physical health, which included HbAlc, were read-
ily available and afforded valuable insights into the

possible range of links between mental health and

93



i PRI 72

physical health for community residents.

In interpreting the results, caution is needed
based on the following limitations in addition to
The infor-

mation on pre-disaster mental health was not

the biased sample described earlier.

available, and as such it was not possible to fully
evaluate the extent of the earthquake s impact
on mental health status. These limitations are
inherent to disaster mental health research up to

the present date 'V .

Nevertheless, the results ob-
tained without such prior information suggest that
participants with a higher HbAlc level were at
increased risk for those with 10 and above on K6.
Such a finding has practical implications for gen-
eral and mental health management at the time of
a disaster.

Finally, for practical reasons, this study used
the K6 as a key assessment instrument, which
can be considered a screening scale that is less
precise than the use of clinical interviews. None-
theless, from a public health perspective where
trade-offs have to be made between precision and
time taken to gather data, it is more practical to
gauge mental health status through a screening
measures such as the K6, rather than by specific
diagnosis of mental disorders through clinical in-

terview.
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Table 1. Comparison of basic characteristics, disaster damage, and health-related behaviors between
those with good mental health status and those with cutoff of 9/10 on K6 at one year after the Niigata-
Chuetsu earthquake (n = 3,538)

K6 score : K6 score :
less than 10 10 or above
n % n % ¥ Y/t-test
3,346 192
Sex
Female 2,186 65.3 143 74.5 6.8 *
Mean age (95%CI) 572 (56.7 to 57.7) 56.7 (54.8 to 58.6) 05
Employment status
Employed 1,463 437 75 39.1 31
Housewives 1,442 43.1 95 49.5
Unemployed 395 11.8 20 104
Unclassified 46 14 2 1.0
Disaster damage
Severe 1,119 334 77 40.1 36
Daily alcohol intake
Yes 882 26.5 37 196 45"
Smoking habit
Yes 464 139 20 10.6 1.7

*ip <005
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Table 2. Comparison of pre-disaster physical health indicators between those with good mental health
status and those with cutoff of 9/10 on K6 at one year after the earthquake (n = 3,538)

K6 score - K6 score :
less than 10 10 or above
Mean 95%CI Mean 95%CI t-test
BMI (kg/m®) 230 229 to 231 230 229 to 239 -1472
SBP (mmHg) 1285 1279 to 129.2 1286  126.0 to 131.2 -0.062
DBP (mmHg) 725 72210 729 724 709 to 74.0 0.115
Total cholesterol (mg/dl) 2028  201.7 to 2039 2065  201.8 to 211.1 -1.486
HDL cholesterol (mg/dl) 62.0 61.5 to 62.5 61.3 59.0 to 63.2 0.681
Triglyceride (mg/dl) 1241 1215 to 126.7 1220 1122 to 131.7 0.385
Glucose (mg/dl) 1057 1049 to 106.6 1048 1009 to 108.6 0.535
HbAlc (%) 5.1 51to 51 5.2 5.1 to 53 -2.004 *

BMI : body mass index, SBP : systolic blood pressure, DBP : diastolic blood pressure
*1p <005

Table 3. Results of logistic regression model for predicting those with different levels of cutoff on K6 one
year after the earthquake in relation to physical health indicators prior to the earthquake (n = 3,532)

K6 score : K6 score : K6 score :
5 or above 10 or above 13 or above
OR 95%CI OR 95%CI OR 95%CI

Severity of disaster damage 1.36 116 to 1.60 T  1.36 101 to 1.84 * 0.86 0.86 to 2.08
(0 = non-severe, 1 = severe)

Sex 1.38 115to 165 T 146 1.04 to 2.06 * 1.00 0.98 to 1.02
(0 = male, 1 = female)

Age group 1.00 1.00 to 1.01 1.00 0.98 to 1.01 1.00 0.98 to 1.02
(in 10-year age groups)

BMI 1.00 0.97 to 1.02 1.03 0.98 to 1.08 1.07 101 to 115"
(in lunit groups)

Total cholesterol 1.02 0.99 to 1.05 1.03 0.98 to 1.08 1.02 0.95 to 1.10
(in 10-mg/dl groups)

HDL cholesterol 094 0.88 to 1.01 092 0.92 to 1.05 0.93 0.77 to 1.13
(in 10-mg/dl groups)

Triglyceride 1.00 0.99 to 1.01 0.98 0.96 to 1.01 0.97 0.93 to 1.01
(in 10-mg/dl groups)

Glucose 0.98 0.94 to 1.01 0.97 0.90 to 1.04 0.99 0.89 to 1.10
(in 10-mg/dl groups)

HbAlc 0.97 0.81 to 1.18 1.36 1.00 to 1.85 * 1.10 0.68 to 1.79

(in 1% increments)

BMI : body mass index
*1p <005 T :p<001
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