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ABSTRACT

Analyses of Processes of Group Interviews for School
Children An Approach to the Determinant of Age

Decrease of the Juvenile Delinquent.

PR

SAapa0 YOKOYAMA M.A.

Division of Sociological Research

AKIRA KASHIWAGI Ms.

Division of Sociological Research

This study is a part of the research project inquiring into the cause of age decrease of the juvenile
delinquent, which has been conducted on commission by the Central Council on Problems of the Youth,
Office of the Prime Minister, 1961. Yokoyama has taken the initiative of this section in cooperation
with A.Kashiwagi, NIMH, S.Kobayashi, North Metropolitan Child Welfare Centre, Tokyo, N.Kamiya,
Educational Guidance Clinic of Itabashi, Tokyo and N.Takayanagi, Central Mentel Health Clinic,
Kanagawa Prefecture.

In the search for the key to clarify the determinant of average age decrease of the juvenile
delinquent, it would be futile if the study is only oriented towards the mere analyses of the delinquent’s
behavior, personality, environment, life history, etc., which could very often be lacking in scientific
bases.

This has been emphasized by W.Healey, a pioneer of the study of iuvenile delinquency. It is our
belief that the study will turn out scientifically fruitful, only when the approach to the person of the youth
free from presupposition of the adult about social value is taken by accepting the youth as he is.

Much has been argued recently about the modern children’, stimulated by publication of the same title
book written by Susumu Abe, a primary school teacher. This would be the proof that the method of study
we have been planned and carried on has its justifying place. Here, the material presented
by Mr. Abe may be of value but it has shown some faults too because it has been chosen and put in
order sudjectivelv for the purpose of illustration. Consequently, it is rather difficult to use it for
a scientific stuby.

One cannot grasp the meaning of the integrated emotional world and the orientation of living
of a person by the mechanical application of psychometry which are being used mucn nowadays,
although the basic personality traits and the degree of inteligence may be measured.

To disclose the problem, we planed to apply psychotherapeutic or counseling approach where the
client will b\e made possible to expeess his own feelings freely and spontaniously through the
positive relationship between the counselor and the client. We have started this year(1961)with
the study of the normal group.

Two districts (Yotsugi, Katsushika-ku and Shimura, Itabash:-ku, Tokyo)were chosen,because they have
comparatively many incidence of juvenile delinquency. Four schools including two primary schools
and two junior high schools were then selected for group counseling. Twelve pupils (6boys and 6
girls) were selected at random respectively out of a class of the second year of the junior high
schools and the fifth grade of the primary schools.

The four selected schools for group counseling are as follows.

1 . Yotsugi Junior High School
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2. Yotsugi Primary School
3. The Third Shimura Junior High School
4. The Sixth Shimura Primary School
Each group had 12 sessions of group counseling with one-hour-a-week basis. All conversations
were tape-recorded and later transcribed for analyses ot the contents of conversatinns, atmospheres
and conducts in the group situation.

It is our conviction that this kind of approach would be about the only way of throwing lights on
the making of juvenile delinquency and elucidating the circumstances and causes of the age decrease.

Summary and conelusions-in relation to the age decrese of juvenile delinquency.

Discussions were read by the five research members(one chairman and four connselors) and analyses
were made to elicit several points of questions to have been clarified.

1. Quick matturation of interest in the apposite sex as well as sex perse were in process.

2. Ambivalence of distrust for and dependency on the teacher, the pareut and the adult were clearly
observed.

3. While criticisms were expressed bitlerly towards delinquent behaviors and deterimental materials
for the yorth’s dalily livings, and on the their hand be strong interests were also observed among the
participants.

4. Self-realization of the pupil was characteristically arieeted with realistic attitudes usually
centered around enjoyment.

5. It was obvions tkat the pupil the was influenced to the great extent by the adult and

the mass society in his building up value orientations.
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ABSTRACTS

Study on social adjustment of mental retarded (the first report)

——socially prognostic survey on the discharged from
institutions for mental retarded in Japan in these ten years——

SHIGEMICHI KANNO
Chief of Division of Mental Deficiency Research, Psychiatry, M.D.

Yosuiro SAKURAI

Division of Mental Deficiency Research, Clinical Sociology, M.A.

Yoko YAMAUCHI

Division of Mental Deficiency Research, Nurse.

We did a socially prognostic survey on the discharged from institutions for mental retarded in
Japan in these ten years. The objects of survey are the ones who were discharged from the institutions
and the day care centers for child mental retarded, the institutions for adult mental retarded.protection
institutions and emergency protection institutions and the free contract institutions for mentat retarded,
namely the ones who were discharged from 226 institutions in the period from January 1, 1951 to
December 31, 1961.

The number of institutions that we were able to get the answers is 158 (the rate of reply is 70%) ,
the number of discharged is 7012 (male is 4666, female is 2346) and above 80% of them was the
discharged from the institutions for child mental retarded. Most of the ages of them were among ten
and twenty five, many of them had the intellgence of inbecile. Also many of them had behavior problems
while they stayed in the institutions, the period of stay in institutions was whithin 3 years and most
of the period since their discharge are relatively short.

On the present status of them, the ones who are in the employment are 1625 (male is 1200, female
is 425) i.e. 23%, the unclears, the ones staying in institutions and the ones staying in the homes
lazily in order, and it is remarkable that there are many mental retarded adjusting well to the
environments and getting farely good incomes.

On the opinions of staffs of institutions about the social adjustment and the return to societies
of the discharged, many of the staffs have a prejudiced thought such as putting too much weigh on
intelligence and emphasising too much on physical health and obedience as personality traits in the
evaluation of mental retarded. Dispite that follow up study on the discharged gives clues to the
treatment of mental retardede, many of the staffs do not feel the necessity,

Concerning opinions on the protection procedures for mental retarded, the staffs emphasis on necessity

of the aftercare, and necessities of the organization and the unification of various administrative

welfare institutions.
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It has been widely accepted that the concept of treatment for mental disorders should include all
processes of social rehabilitation to society outside the hospital. In this respect, the
psychiatric social worker (P.S.W.)whohelps patient and the family to manipulate the environment
and “or to mobify their intra and extra familial problems becomes very important in terms of social
therapy as well as other various forms of therapy in psychiatry.

In 1955, the National Institute of Mental Health of Japan carried out a “Psychiatric Social
Work Survey” on 174 mental hospitals and 37 mental health clinics, reporting that only 67
P.S.Workers were placed among them and the content of their work was far beyond their professional
functioning. A survey of “Discharged Mental Patients at Home " 1960, done by the Japanese Ministry
of Health and Welfare on 752 mental hospitals indicated that there werel32 workers in the hospitals.
Thus the P.S.Worker plays an important role ona clinical team at a mental hospital and a mental health
clinic. Up to the present, however, none of the surveys so far reported was intensive enough
to explore the present situation( such as education, training, supervisory systems) for P.S.Workess.

This survey, therefore, reports an exiensive study of the present status of P.S.Workers for the
purpose of promoting social work as a profession,

II. Procedure:

This survey consists of two part, e.g., preliminary and the formal survey- 1. In July, 1963, the preliminary
survey was begun with a Questionnarire mailed to superintendants and directors of 861 mental hospitals
and 50 mental health clinics. The Questionnaire was designed to explore the expectation of
administrators toward P.S.W.and the number and function of such worhers.

The formal survey-I was given to individual P.S.W.s in September, 1963, for exploring their
own expectations toward work in the above agencies.

M. The Subject of the Survey:

In the preliminary survey, the Questionnaire was sent to superintendants and directors of
861 agencies (811 hospitals and 50 mental health clinics) and 480 agencies answered, which means

55 per cent,
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V. Findings:

(1) 268 answered froma total of 480 agencies. In comparison with the numbers in hospitals, the
clinic have more full-time workers than the hospitals.

(2) Full-time workers have a higher professional education than part-time workers. Part-time
female workers, however, has almost equal level of professional education as full-time male wor-
~kers. It means that full-time workers were required to meet higher accademic standard and have
more experience to become qualified P.S.W.s than do part-time workers. Generally, superintendents
of hospital do not expect a higher accademic standard of the P.S.W.

{3)In the hospital situation,full-time workers were more frequently placed directly into psychiatric
social work in the medical department andor independent department and they also had .ore
opportunities for research and field study. In eclinics, however, it was indicated that full-time
workers had disadvantages over part-time workers.

(4) In hospitals, there was indication of the difference between the functions and roles of
full-time workers and part-time workers distinctively. Full-time workers frequently received cases
by referral from the medical staff or the client himself, they give mental health guidance for
familes, manipulating client’s social environment, while part-time workers received cases referred

bfl‘om the non-medical staffs or familiesand were expected to give non-professional survices such
as legal assistance, clerical work and so forth, Superintendents both of hospitals and clinics
expected to take workers to take a mixed role of the above two types of works.

(5) Categorizing and clearifying the voluntary answers, one discovered that a great numder of
P.S.Workers are facing the problem such as lack of understanding. by other staff members;
uncertainty of their own role; needs for establishment of their qualification and social status; lack

of accademic background; opportunity to receive supervision; etc,
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