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Management of NCNP Brain Bank and Promotion of Pre-Own

Registration System
Yuko Saito

National Institute of Neuroscience, National Center of Neurology and Psychiatry,

Tokyo

1. Aim of this study

To develop a neurologic brain bank and construct the National Center of Neurology
and Psychiatry (NCNP) Brain Bank, a mental and neurological brain bank at the NCNP, a
national medical center. We aim to contribute to the development of Japanese medical care by
accumulating quantities of high-quality postmortem brain resources in psychiatric and
neurological diseases, and using them for clinical reduction, research, and education. By
incorporating a pre-registration system where possible, we will improve both the quantity and

quality of resources, supporting the aspirations of those who utilize the Brain Bank.

2. Members of the research group
Principal Investigator:
Yuko Saito National Center Hosp. for Neurology and Psychiatry (NCNP),
Dept. of Pathology and Lab. Med.

Members:

Akiyoshi Kakita Brain Research Institute-Niigata Univ., Dept. of Pathology

Mari Yoshida Institute for Medical Science of Aging-Aichi Medical Univ., Dept. of
Neuropathology

Shigeo. Murayama Tokyo Metropolitan Geriatric Hospital and Institution of Gerontology,
Dept. of Neuropathology

Osamu Yokota Okayama Univ. Graduate School of Medicine-Dentistry and
Pharmaceutical Sciences

Masako Taniike Osaka Univ. Department of Pediatric Neurology

Tomiki Sumiyoshi NIMH, NCNP, Dept. of Preventive and Intervention for

Psychiatric Disorders



Yusuke Inoue Institute of Medical Science-The Univ. of the Tokyo, Dept. of Public

Policy

3. Result of study and future plan

Collaboration with shared facilities and collaborative research facilities has led to the development of Brain
Banks, based on a life consent system. This year, there were 24 new registrations, for a total of 338 cases. It has
been increasing steadily since September 2007. There are 67 autopsies, and the autopsy rate is about 85%. It has
become clear that a large number of citizens are interested in Brain Bank registration in Japan as well. However,
while this system promotes research studies, it does not provide autopsy facilities and does not support future
research ambitions in Hokkaido, Shikoku, and Kyushu areas. In addition, the applicants for life registration have
a strong desire to participate in the research through activities, and to further promote the collaboration with
Biobank to improve the quality of both resources. There are 11 autopsy cases registered in the biobank, and this
number is increasing.

We have just begun a registry for mental illness, and there are many registration applicants who read HP or
NCNP's in-hospital postings and have inquired about the registry, but we would like to proceed with registration
carefully. This fiscal year, we will develop the ethical aspects of joint research with for-profit companies, and
will continue to develop our business while ensuring that ethical aspects are maintained.

The number of registrants has increased, and association with biobanks has been completed. Achievements are

also starting to appear.s Financing of funds and human resources is the most important issue.



